Best Bowling Partnerships in 
Champions Trophy Matches 


Cricket is often celebrated as a team sport, where partnerships between players can define the 
outcome of a game. While batting partnerships frequently steal the spotlight, bowling 
partnerships are equally pivotal, especially in tournaments like the ICC Champions Trophy. 
When bowlers hunt in pairs, they create immense pressure, dismantle batting line-ups, and 
often turn the tide of matches in their team's favor. 


This blog explores the best bowling partnerships in Champions Trophy matches, 
highlighting moments where two bowlers worked in tandem to deliver unforgettable 
performances. 


1. Glenn McGrath and Brett Lee (Australia) 


The deadly duo of Glenn McGrath and Brett Lee was a nightmare for batsmen during the 2006 
Champions Trophy. Known for their contrasting styles—McGrath’s unerring accuracy and 
Lee’s raw pace—the pair complemented each other perfectly. 


In the final against the West Indies, the two wreaked havoc, taking crucial wickets at regular 
intervals. Lee's fiery spells softened up the batsmen, while McGrath's precision ensured they 


had no room to breathe. Their partnership played a vital role in Australia securing their maiden 
Champions Trophy title. 


2. Zaheer Khan and Munaf Patel (India) 


The 2013 Champions Trophy saw India dominate in all departments, and the bowling 
partnership of Zaheer Khan and Munaf Patel was key to their success. 


Zaheer, with his swing and experience, kept things tight at one end, while Munaf's deceptive 
seam bowling chipped away at the opposition. In a group-stage match against South Africa, the 
duo combined to dismantle a strong batting line-up, setting the tone for India's successful 
campaign. Their understanding and ability to exploit conditions made them a formidable pair. 
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3. Shaun Pollock and Makhaya Ntini (South Africa) 


South Africa has always been known for producing world-class bowlers, and the pair of Shaun 
Pollock and Makhaya Ntini showcased their brilliance in the 2000 Champions Trophy. 


Pollock’s mastery of swing and Ntini’s ability to extract bounce made them a lethal combination. 
Against Pakistan in the semi-finals, the two bowled in tandem, sharing wickets and maintaining 
relentless pressure. Their synergy and discipline were instrumental in South Africa reaching the 
final. 


4. Wasim Akram and Wagar Younis (Pakistan) 


No list of bowling partnerships would be complete without mentioning the legendary duo of 
Wasim Akram and Wagar Younis. In the 2000 Champions Trophy, these two legends displayed 
why they were considered the finest bowling pair in cricket history. 


In a match against Sri Lanka, their reverse swing and pinpoint yorkers left the opposition in 
tatters. Wasim’s ability to swing the ball both ways and Wagqar’s toe-crushing yorkers made 
them a nightmare for any batting line-up. Their partnership remains iconic and continues to 
inspire budding fast bowlers worldwide. 


5. James Anderson and Stuart Broad (England) 


James Anderson and Stuart Broad have been England’s bowling mainstays for over a decade. 
Their performance in the 2013 Champions Trophy was a testament to their chemistry and skill. 


In a group-stage match against Australia, Anderson’s swing and Broad’s bounce combined to 
restrict the Australian batsmen effectively. They bowled with exceptional control, ensuring 
England gained the upper hand early in the game. Their ability to feed off each other’s strengths 
makes them one of the most successful bowling partnerships in cricket. 


6. Mitchell Starc and Josh Hazlewood (Australia) 


Mitchell Starc and Josh Hazlewood’s partnership during the 2017 Champions Trophy was a 
lesson in modern fast bowling. The left-arm-right-arm combination added variety to their attack, 
and both bowlers consistently hit the right areas. 


Against New Zealand, the pair shared seven wickets, dismantling the Kiwi batting order. Starc’s 
lethal yorkers and Hazlewood’s nagging line-and-length made them a nightmare for batsmen. 
Their ability to strike in tandem was a significant asset for Australia throughout the tournament. 


7. Ravindra Jadeja and Ravichandran Ashwin (India) 


India’s spin duo, Ravindra Jadeja and Ravichandran Ashwin, showcased their brilliance in the 
2013 Champions Trophy. Their partnership was instrumental in India's title-winning campaign. 


In the final against England, the pair bowled with exceptional control, choking the flow of runs 
and picking up key wickets. Jadeja’s accuracy and Ashwin’s variations complemented each 
other perfectly, making them a formidable force in the middle overs. 


8. Lasith Malinga and Nuwan Kulasekara (Sri Lanka) 


Lasith Malinga and Nuwan Kulasekara formed a deadly pair for Sri Lanka during the 2009 
Champions Trophy. Their contrasting styles—Malinga’s slingy action and toe-crushing yorkers 
paired with Kulasekara’s swing—troubled many teams. 


In a crucial match against England, the duo shared six wickets, ensuring Sri Lanka’s victory. 
Their ability to bowl in tandem during both power plays and death overs made them one of the 
most reliable bowling partnerships of the tournament. 


9. Anil Kumble and Harbhajan Singh (India) 


India’s iconic spin duo of Anil Kumble and Harbhajan Singh delivered a memorable performance 
in the 2002 Champions Trophy. Their ability to bowl tight spells and pick wickets at crucial 
junctures played a pivotal role in India’s campaign. 


Against South Africa in the semi-final, the two spinners weaved a web around the batsmen, 
sharing six wickets between them. Their partnership remains one of the best examples of spin 
domination in the tournament's history. 


10. Shane Bond and Daniel Vettori (New Zealand) 


Shane Bond’s raw pace and Daniel Vettori’s guile made them an excellent bowling pair for New 
Zealand in the 2009 Champions Trophy. 


Against Pakistan in the semi-final, Bond’s ability to generate extreme pace and Vettori’s knack 
for outsmarting batsmen created havoc. Their combined effort restricted Pakistan to a modest 
total, leading New Zealand to the final. 


Why Bowling Partnerships Matter 


In cricket, a strong bowling partnership is as important as a batting stand. Bowlers working 
together can: 


e Create relentless pressure. 
e Force batsmen into making mistakes. 
e Exploit weaknesses by complementing each other’s skills. 


Conclusion 


The best bowling partnerships in Champions Trophy matches are a testament to the 
importance of teamwork in cricket. From the fiery spells of Akram and Waqar to the spin 
mastery of Ashwin and Jadeja, these pairs have provided some of the most memorable 
moments in the tournament's history. 


As we look forward to future editions of the Champions Trophy, it’s these partnerships that 
fans will hope to see again—bowlers working in harmony to script historic victories and 
unforgettable performances. 
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